CHAPTER IV.

TOtJ OBDER OF THOUGHT WHICH SUBBOUNDEO
DEVELOPMENT OF JESUS.

As the cooled earth no longer permits ns to understand the phe*
nomena of primitive creation, because the fire which penetrated it
is extinct, so deliberate explanations have always appeared some-
what insufficient, when applying our timid methods of induc-
tion to the revolutions  of the creative epochs which have de-
cided the fate of humanity.     Jesus lived at one of those times
when the game of public life is freely played,  and when the
stake of  human  activity is increased a   hundredfold.     Every
great part, then, entails death;  for   such movements suppose
liberty and an absence of preventive measures, which could not
exist without a terrible alternative.   In these days, man risks
little and gaius little.   In heroic periods of human activity, man
risked all and gained all.   The good and the wicked, or at least
those who believe themselves and are believed to be such, form
opposite armies.    The apotheosis is reached by the scaffold ; char-
acters have distinctive features, which engrave them as eternal
types in the memory of men.   Except in the French Kevolution,
no historical centre was as suitable as that in which Jesns was
formed, to develop those hidden forces which humanity holds as
in reserve, and which are not seen except in days of excitement
And peril.                                                                           *

If the government of the world were a speculative problem, and
llie greatest philosopher were the man best fitted to tell his fellows